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‘ " ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC.iL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1945. 


v To* the- Chairman- and- Me mebers  of  the  Council? 

•‘  Mrs  Hazlehurst,  Gentlemen? 

* . I - have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 

health  and  sanitarjr  condition  of  your  district  in  1945. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  authority.  «. 


fa)  James  S. Mather, M. B. CheB»D.P.H.  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
(b)  Clifford  Brown,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

* : Both*  *are*  part-  -time-  of  Dice -rs-,, . The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the 
" SiilVeyorv  * * ; • 

^ * 4.  <►  * + ; 

* SECTION  A./ 


ST'CTI'STICTS  uND  -SOPI-m-L  ■CONDI-TIQN  .OF.  .THE  AREA. 


* a fea.v.w 

* Registrar 

* mid  *1*945*.' 


'Gene’ral  ’-9 


%'  ■»*  « ' **  %"  % <*  V *•  %*  *.  9.  * 

•estimate  of.  .resident 

•'  %•  **  » t*  »**•••••%•  » % V » • 9 ^ 


V »,  t,  %,  %,  9 *.  9,  9 % 

population 

«99999991«99 


Nudb'evr  *of 'inhabited -houses , end  of  1945  according  to 

* Raid  ‘'Book.* ,w v.*,*, 

Rateable  Value. .................................... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate, 


« 9 


,4,906acres. 

.5,748. 

,1 , 523. 
.£21,509. 

» £90 . 


The  increasing  restrictions  and  hardships  of  the  closing  phases  of  • 
war  did  not  reflect  themselves  in  any  detrimental  effect  on  the 
general  health  of  the  people  of  the  district.  The  succeeding  months 
of *a:bdrren  peace  were  likewise  not  demonstrably  prejudicial.  The 
children  especially, now  provided  for  amply  at  school  fared  well 
indeed.  But  this  can  hardly.be  said  for  the  aged, .those  pensioners 
who  exist* on- the • bare • adequacy .without . any  supplementation  from 
restaurant  or  canteen.  Theirs  is  a. hard  lot  at. present  and  increasing 
morbidity  in  this  section  of  the  community  would  be  a natural 
corailary  of * the* times* ■• Coal* mining,  including  large  open-cast 
* developments j ■ brick- and  terra-cotta, manufacturers. and  agriculture 
remain  the  chief  industries  carried  on  within  the  district.  Work 
has  been  reasonably  available  for  those  with  sufficient  incentive. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


• 

Total. 

M.  • 

P. 

Live  Births.  Legitimate. 

77 

43 

34 

Illegitimate. 

' 

_3 

__1. 

• 

81. 

46  „ 

35. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  of  the 

district,', . 14. 0. 

Other  live  birth  statistics , introduced,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison 
with  above 

Total,  M.  P. 

Live  births  in  district  during  1944.  96  52  44 

Libe  birth  rate  ior  1944c. .... ....... ,16. 6. 

Average  rate  for  the  previous  five  .years  .1940-44. ..............  15.9. 

Li\,*_  u^rth  rate  for  England  and  .Wales  , in  1945. .................  16.1. 

Still  Sir TQtalc  M,  P. 

« 5 5 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births 


- 58 


(2) 

Deaths.  Total  M P 

81  51  30 

Death--rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. ..... 14, 0. 

Death-rate  for  district  in  1944. , 11, 1* 

Mean  death-rate  for  district  during  .5  years  1940-44. 11.6. 
Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1945. .11.4, 


, lOOO  total  live 

rmn  births. 

Puerpural  and  post  abortive  sepsis  Nil  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes.  Nil  Nil 


Total  Nil  Nil 

• < . . 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  .year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  lirths. . ,74, 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births...... 64. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births. ..... .250. 

Number  of  deaths  per  1000  live  births  in  district  in  1844..... 62. 

Mean  number  of  infantile  deaths  in  district  per  100  live  births 

for  five  years  1940-1944.. ............. .62. 

Number  of  infantile 'deaths  per  1000  live  births  in  England  and 

Wales  in  1945. .46. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ' (all  'ages)  .6. 

Deaths  froQ_ Measles  (all  ages )...... .4 . .Nil, 

Deaths  from' Whooping' Coungh- (all  ages)..,...,,.,,,.,.. Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under -2  years  of  age ...Nil. 


SECTION  B. 


Ge neral  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

Pathological  Specimens  - submitted  to  Wigan  Inf irmary. ...... .Nil. 

Bacteriological  examinations.  - carried  out  at  Liverpool  City 
Laboratories.  2 Water  samples.  4 Milk  samples. 

(b ) Ambulance  facilities. ... .......... .No  change. 

(c)  • Nursing. in  the  home.  ...Well  conducted  by  the  arrangements  of 
the  Nursing  xissociatiori  and  the  zeal  of  the  district  nurse. 

(d)  Clinics  and  treatment  centres. .No  change. 

(e ) Hospitals. ........................................ .No  change. 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Cl)  Water."  • 

There  was  no  change  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district  in  the 
year.  The  Whittle  Shaft  remained  the  mainstay,  supplemented  to  a 
valuable  extent  by  the  contribution  from  Wigan  Corporation.  The 
smaller  subsidary  supplies  were  also  useful  to  help  meet  the  heavier 
consumption,  arising  largely  -from  the-  demands,  of  the  extensive  open, 
cast  mining  operations  now  proceeding  in  the  district.  The  total 
consumption  during  the  year  amounted  to  53,792,000  gallons,  an 
increase  of  more  than  four  million  gallons  on  the  previous  year  which 
itself  constituted  a record.  The  various  sources  yielded  to  this 
total  in  the  following  order 

Whittle  Shaft.  ........... .34,207,000  gallons. 

Wigan  Corporation, .15,355,000  do 

Cob  Moor 3, 110 , 000  do 

Higher  Tunnel. . 1,120,000  do  j_s 

The  average  daily- consumption  was  147,375  gallons  which^equal  to  25,6 
gallons  per  head  of  the  population,  exactly  2 gallons  per  head  more 
than  in  1944.  Further  comparison  with  the  previous  year  reveals 
that,  wheras  the  draw  on  the  Whittle  source  was  barely  a million 
gallons  more,  the  bulk  of  the  difference  was  made  up  by  an  increased 
draw  from  Wigan  Corporation  approximating  to  50$,  which  also 


(3) 

represents  more  than  three  tines  the  quantity  taken  in  1943.  So 
that  the  Wigan  supply  has  been  steadily  assuning  more  importance 
year,  by  year.  This,  though  appreciated  as  an  indispensible  safeguard, 
is  hardly  to  the  liking  of  a district  preiring  to  be  self  sufficient 
in  this  essential.  'Other  supplies  have  been  sought  out  and  tested 
before,  but  rejected  for- bacteriological  or  chemical  reasons.  A 
review  of  the  possibilities  would  be  the  natural  outcome. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  are  appended 


Date. 

Description.  Bacteria 
at  37o0 

per  cc 
at  .22.00 

B.Coli 

per 

100  cc. 

B Welchii. 

Class. 

27.11. 

1945. 

No  1. Sample 

from  deep 
well  Cob- 
Moor  supply 
Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

No  2.  do 

Before 

Chlorination. 

3 

15 

35 

’ 35 

4 

Class  1.  = Highly  satisfactory.  Class  4.=  Unsatisfactory. 


Thus  again  are  demontsrated-  alike , the  potential  danger  of  the  Cob- 
Moor  water  in  its  raw  state  and  the  efficacy  of  chlorination  in  its 
purification. 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  need  for  radical  improvement  in  the  methods  of -sewage 
disposal  has  been  recognised  for  several  years.  Temporary  expedients 
adopted  during  the  war  years  continued  however  in  1945  without 
occasioning  any  complaints  from  the  Rivers  Board.  But  the  resumption 
of  building  and'  the  extensive  water  closet  conversions  will  soon 
contribute  a new  exigency  to  the  situation.  This  has  been  anticipated 
and  plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  to  meet  this  contingency 
fundamentally. 

(3)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  are  kept  under  the  close  surveillance  of  the  Rivers 
Board.  The  absence  of  complaint  is  tantamount  to  acknowledgement  of 
the  effectiveness  of  sewage  treatment  since  this  constitutes  the 
only  potential  contaminant. 


(4)  Closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1945. 

Privy  middens.  No  of  middens. . . . . ...... . .165. 

No  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens. 489. 

No  of  pail  closets. ... . 4. 

No  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens). .Nil. 

No  of  movable  ashbins. .705. 
No  of  houses  on  Water-carraige  system! ................ .787. 

No  of  fresh  water  closets..,,,.,,,.,.,.,,,,,,.,., 804, 

No  of  waste  water  closets,, .Nil. 

Conversions. 

No  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  water  closets./. .......... .Nil. 

No  of  privy  closets,  to  fresh' water  closets 

during  last  five  years  1940-44.  ,;i;. ....  14. 

No  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets,*, ........... .Nil. 

No  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  ..  „ . 

during  last  five  years  194*0-44,  • •■•••V*  .................  .Nil-* 

No  of  privy  closets  to  pail  closets Hi  T _ 

No  of  privy  closets  to  -pail  closets 
during  last  five  years  1940-44.,.,. 


Nil 


• * :V:i.  * * 

(5) .  Public  c'leansing.g 

■:  " No;  change  was  made  in  the  year.  The  need  for  an  up  to 

date  covered  raotdr  lorry. -both  for  the  comfort  of , the  work  men  and 
. the  promotion  of  the  general  hygiene  of  the  method  has  already  been 
stressed..  . This  is  now  being  taken  into  account  in  the  general 
survey  of  post  war  requirements,  "and  it  is  anticipated  it  will  be 
one  of  several  improvements  to  the  credit  of  the  current  year. 

( 6 )  . Shops, 

The  Shops  -Act  1534,  relating  to  ventilation  and  temperature 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  public  Health  Act, 1936, 
relating  to  conditions  in  offices,  i.e. ventilation, sanitary 
conveniences  etc,  are  administered  by  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary 
inspector.,  visits  .ill  premises  included  within  meaning  of  the  Acts, 
ana  i-cij.jx-fcs  to  the  county ' Council. 

( 7 ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  ^ 

(vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report), 

(8 ) Smoke  Abatement. 

In  abeyance. 

(9)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

None, public  or  private  in  this  district. 

1 10 ) Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

There  was  nc  occasion  for  disinfestation  during  the  year. 
When  the  time  arrives  for  letting  of  new  houses  this  consideration 
will  probably  figure  more  prominently.  The  ne-w  fumigating  prepara- 
tions containing  D.D.T.  should  then  provide  valuable  improvement  in 
efficacy. 

(11) Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  two  schools  in  the  district 
continued  satisfactory.  The  water  supply  remained  adequate. 

Infectious-  sickness  was  negligible,  the  general  health  of  the 
children  being  maintained  at  a high  level. 


SECTION  D. 


Housing.  0 • - 

No  houses  were  completed  either  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  privately  during  the  year.  Many. of  the  dwellings  extant  in  the 
district  are  the  old  stone  cottage  type,  with  few  amenities  and,  in 
the  low  lying- Main  Street  of  the  village,  badly  situated  with  regard 
to  1’igh't'  'and-  ventilation.  Nevertheless  overcrowding, aggravated  by 
demobilisation  returns,  is  so  acute  that  demolition  is  at  present 
o'Ut  of -the  -question*.  „ The  plans  for  the  erection 'of  .houses  to  complete 
the  Birchley  Site  have  at  ia'sf  ‘b'e'en  approved  and  work  has  been 
commenced. Further  .than  this  a more  ambitious  project  is  in  lnrocess 
'of ’evolution .which  is  calculated  to  provide  for  300  houses  centrally 
'placed  * in  - a new. self gqontained  community.  This  should  cope 
' admirably- with. all. needs ' of  the  township,  indeed  it  may  eventually 
prove  to  be  more  than*  enough.  For4  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  excess  will  be  of  houses,  as  the  declined  birthrate  of  the  last 
25"  years* and  the  corresponding  demise  of.  a proportionate  majority 
of  an  aged  i^oxjulation  begin  to  take  effect.  Then  will  houses  be 
found-  -to-  c-on.de.inn  themselves  and  Councils  will  be  faced  with  the 
unprecedented  disposal  of  vacant  premises  which  have  become  an  eye- 
sore to  the  landscape.  All  the  houses  -in  the  district  with  the 
'exception  .of  .tert  .i ,e.  1513,  containing  5, 720  of  the  iDopulation  are 
supplied -direct,  from ‘.the  public  mains. 


(5) 


SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 


(a)  Milk  Supply,'  - 

There  were  55  cowkeepers  (including  dairy  fanners)  and  11 
milk- purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers)  on  the  register.  The  approx- 
imate number  of  cows  computed  to  be  in  the  district  was  300,  Cne 
hundred  and  thirty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The 
premises  generally  were  satisfactory.  Four  samples  of  milk  were 
tested  for  tuber cule  infection.  All  were  found  to  be  free.  Two 
licences  were  issued  under  the  milk  (Special  Designations)  Order 
in  respect  of  the. retail  distribution  of  pasteurised  milk.  There 
are  no  production  of  bottling  plants  within  the  area. 


(b)  Meat  and  ether  foods. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  within  the  district.  All 
shops,  stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  is  prepared  were  inspected  but 
no  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  and  no  infectious  disease  was 
reported  in  connection  with  persons  dealing  with  such  food.  The 
inspection  of  locally  slaughtered-  animals  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  included  in  his  report  an  account  of  such  inspections. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  control. over  Infectious  and  other  Disease, 

Infectious  disease  was  of  infrequent  incidence  during  the 
year  and  of  uncomplicated  character.  Measles  prevailed  sporadically 
during  the  first  five  months,  scarlet  fever  in  mild  form, principally 
as  a small  localised  qutbreak  was  confined  to  the  last  four  months, 
while  pneumonia  occurred  in  the  wintry  months  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  year.  All  the  puerpural  prrexia  cases  were  patients  in 
Billinge  Hospital  as  also  was  the  ophthalmic  neonatorium.  The 
freedom  from  diphtheria  is  worthy,  of  note’’  in  contrast  with  its 
regular  apijearance  a decade  or  so  ago.  Since  the  inception  of  the 
immunisation  scheme,  5years  ago,  only  6 cases  of  the  disease  have  been 
established  and  all  in  the  unprotected,  whereas  in  the  previous  five 
years  17  were  notified, " A further  interesting  disclosure  is  the 
shift  of  the  age  incidence.  Formerly  the  children  were  the  chief 
victims  and  the  average  age  of - the  cases  cited  was  9-g-  years.  In  the 
subsequent  series  with  an  increasingly  immune  child  population  older 
persons  became  predominant  and  the  average  age  rose  to  15  years.  Such 
evidence  is  surely  incontrovertible  in.  support  of  the  value  of 
prophylaxis.  In  1945,  68  children  under  5 years  and  36  of  school 
age  received  the  benifit  of  the  treatment.  The  full  "totals  returned 
as  treated  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  214  of  497  pre  school  children 
and.  591  of  834  school  children. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1946. 
'(AFTER  CORRECTION  ST  I ' 
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Disinfection  after' infectious  disease. 

The  .methods  in.  use  with  regard  to  premises  "was  fumigation  with 
formaldehyde.  Sixteen  houses  were  sc  treated. Formites  are  disinfected 
in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 

* :.)**  . . 

. Tuberculosis.  . 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health(Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating' to  'persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  niiik  trade)  or  under  Section 
172  of 'the  Pub luc  Health  Act  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons ’suffering  from  tuberculosis)  The  notification 
of‘ tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  efficient  there  being  no  instance  of  a 
non-noti'fied  tuberculosis;  death, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

'NEW  CASES  AND  MORT.ULITY  DURING  1945. 
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SECTION  G 


(V) 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  was  no  offence  under  the  Factory  Act, 1937  during  the- 
year  under  review.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  working  in  liason  wit*; 
H.M. Inspector  of  Factories,  maintained  effective  supervision  of 
local  factories  and  workshops  from  the  Public  Health  aspect. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  workshops  operating 
in  the  district  in  1945:- 


Coal  Mining 

Stone  quarries 

Boot  & Clog  repairing 

Brickworks 

Joinery 

Timber  reclaimimg 
Government  Radio 

Station 


4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 


1 


CHIEF  SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS  »F  DISTRICT.  In  order  of  priority. 

1.  Houses. 

2.  Increased  W.C.Conversions-aining  at  abolition  of  privy 
middens  within  next  few  years. 

3.  Improved  sewerage  disposal  arrangements,  including  new 
installation  in  Billinge  Chapel  End, 

4.  Augmentation  of  water  supplies,  making  district  eventually 
self  sufficient. 

5.  Water  softener. 


I an, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


James  S. Mather. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


■4. 


$ 


— 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  * S ANNUAL  REPORT,  1945. 

Mr  Chairnam  & Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  twentythird  annual 
Report  for  your  consideration. 

Nui sances. 

The  number  of  Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  dealt 
with  during  the  year  totalled  61,  which  was  23  less  than  in  my  last 
report. 

These  were  made  up  as  follows:-  Structural  defects,  37, 

Drainage  21,  and  Sanitary  accommodation  3.  All  have  been  abated 
after  informal  action.  No  formal  notices  were  found  necessary 
during  the  year.  146  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  these 
nuisances. 

Housing  Acts. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  housing 
acts  was  42,  making  with  the  above  a total  of  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year  146. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Owing  to  the  war  no  action  under  these  acts  has  been 
undertaken  during  the  year. 

Meat  Regulations. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  56, All 
the  carcasses  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  fit  for  human  consumption 
All  these  animals  were  Pigs. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts. 

The  number  of  cowkeepers  and  Dairymen  registered  in  your 
district  is  35,  in  addition  to  11  Purveyors.  The  number  of  visits 
totalled  172. 

Samples. 

2 samples  of  water  and  8 of  milk  have  been  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  examination.  This  included  samples  of  milk  delivered 
to  schools  taken  for  the  County  Council. 

Food, 

Shops,  Bakehouses  and  other  premises  were  visited  frequently, 
and  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Owing  to  instructions  received,  no  action  has  been  taken 
during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  for,  James  J. Perkins, 

C. Brown. 


Sanitary  Inspector 
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